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Programme Management Group 
 

The Programme Management Group (PMG) is the decision making body and managing group 
for the Making it Local Action Group. It is made up of people with a range of local skills, 
knowledge and interest needed to make the Programme work.  
 

13 Voting Members 

Sector Name Organisation 

Blackdown Hills AONB 
Cllr Paul Diviani 

(Chair) 

Chair of Blackdown Hills AONB 

East Devon District Councillor 

East Devon AONB 
Mike Ellingham  

(Vice Chair) 
East Devon AONB Representative  

Business Networks David Hinshelwood Business Information Point  

Blackdown Hills AONB Heather Stallard  Blackdown Hills Business Association  

Wood and Forestry John Greenshields Blackdown Hills Woodland Association 

ICT and Connectivity Kate Doodson Cosmic 

Parishes VACANT (since  4 5 11)  

South Somerset District 
Council 

Zoe Harris Community Regeneration Officer 

Natural England Dave Crabbe  Natural England Land Management Team 

East Devon District 
Council 

Jamie Buckley Engagement and Funding Officer  

Farming Ian Todd Seaton Farmers Market / Local Farmer 

Community Greg Davies Community Council of Devon 

Business Eric Downer Blackdown Hills Business Association 

Arts (Co-opted Member) Gordon Field Blackdown Hills Artists and Makers 

10 Non-voting Members 

Defra Bruce Douglas  Partnership Delivery Manager 

East Devon AONB Chris Woodruff East Devon AONB Manager  

Devon County Council Andrew Lightfoot Head of Regeneration 

Making it Local Mel Sealey  Making it Local Programme Manager 

Blackdown Hills AONB Linda Bennett Blackdown Hills AONB Manager 

Devon County Council Richard Hayman 
Senior Finance Manager  - External 

Funding 

Somerset County Council Jamshid Ahmadi Economy Group 

Making it Local Vacant Making it Local Programme Assistant 

Making it Local Kate Tobin Making it Local Development Worker  

Making it Local Julie Fergusson Making it Local Development Worker 

 

  

The European Agricultural Fund 
for Rural Development: 

Europe investing in rural areas. 


