WWW.WESTVET.ORG.UK
Great news!! West Vet is now on-line at the above address.
The site brings together all aspects of our club:-

· The diary of events
· Results and links to local and national results sites

· Links to West District clubs and national sites

· Standard Tables

· Contacts

· Photos 

· Membership details

At the recent AGM, it was evident that West Vet believes it has a problem - falling membership. Although there was a pervading feeling around the room that we are enthusiasts for a sport in decline, this is not my perception or experience, given:-

· The continuing success of the WTTA Hard-Riders series

· Any event on a fast course is over-subscribed

· Evening club events are as popular as ever. 

Other cycling-related disciplines are increasing in popularity - bi/triathlon, mountain biking, cyclo-sportives, etc - all activities where time-trialling can become part of the training plan. 
Perhaps a website could help as a membership tool and could be part of our effort to keep existing members and attract new ones. With a rush of blood to my head, I offered to set up a demo site and I found myself with a new title – “West Vet Webmaster”!

A few issues ago, I reviewed a new web tool from Your Club Site (www.yourclubsite.co.uk) which I claimed was “bringing web sites within everyone’s grasp” and our experience at Dursley Road Club (www.dursleyroadclub.org.uk) encouraged me to think that the job would take just a wet Sunday afternoon to set up. Shortly after the AGM I registered with Your Club Site and set up a simple site covering ‘who we are’, ‘what we do’ and ‘when we are going to do it’. Pete Wilson kindly reviewed the result from the comfort of his own PC and made some very useful recommendations and changes. Our committee gave their approval early in the New Year and we went on-line a few days later, just a few weeks after my initial AGM ‘rashness’.

When you look at the result, it is surprising that you need no special programming or web knowledge; I just filled in the on-line forms provided by Your Club Site. Better still (for the webmaster) anyone can keep the site up to date, that is, anyone who has an internet connection, and the necessary user rights. All you do is log-in to have immediate access to the text, upload results, new events or news, etc.
It remains to be seen whether we see an upsurge in membership. However, recent research revealed that we spend more time surfing the net than watching the tele – I know that we really spend more time on the turbo – but it does mean that the majority of us now have web access and the dream of keeping in touch with our members and promoting our clubs via the internet is a reality.

Just click on www.westvet.org.uk to check out our efforts and send your feedback to t.emery@almex.co.uk.

TONY EMERY
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